








Case studies — global companies choosing Sydney

Royal Bank of Scotland Industrial & Commercial Bank of China

QBE Insurance Group
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Sydney was a natural choice to establish our regional office. The city has a high concentration
of skilled finance professionals, a well regulated market and a growing number of Chinese
firms specialising in finance and resource related industries.

Australian Industry growth

Australia is currently ranked No 1 in the Asia region
(and No 2 in the world) as a global financial centre by
the World Economic Forum — above Hong Kong and
Singapore — in recognition of its performance, efficiency,
stability and low-risk profile.

As Australia’s finance base, Sydney is best positioned to
capitalise on national industry performance and growth.

Financial Market Turnover. Annual turnover increased
by 3.1 per cent to $A122 trillion in 2007-08 across
Australia’s financial markets (over-the-counter and
exchange traded) — measured by Australia’s debt, equities,
foreign exchange and derivatives market®.

Investment Funds. The consolidated assets of Australia’s
investment funds — the fourth largest in the world® — grew
to almost A$1.2 trillion in the five years to March 2009'°.

Stock Market. According to Standard and Poor’s,
Australia had the 8th largest stock market in the world
as at June 2009™.

Foreign Exchange (FX) Market. Australia has the fastest
growing FX market in the Asia time zone'.

Debt Market. Australia’s international debt securities
market is by far the largest in the Asia Pacific, while
Australia’s domestic debt securities market is the fourth
largest behind Japan, China and South Korea'.

Hedge Funds. Assets under management by hedge fund
managers in Australia have increased seven-fold in the
five years to 2007 to reach A$70.3 billion, the largest
hedge fund industry in Asia'.

Private Equity and Venture Capital. Australia’s private
equity and venture capital industry is one of the leaders
in the Asia Pacific region and ranks 11th globally.
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Finance in Sydney: at a glance

A cross-section of financial services companies and products

Source: I& NSW, representative group of financial services institutions with a major presence in Sydney
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