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Wireless

Australia currently has 16.5 million mobile phone users,
taking the total penetration rate to 82 per cent.

Two digital networks (GSM and CDMA) are presently
operational in Australia, both covering more than 95 per cent
of the population. Major mobile service providers — SingTel-
Optus, Vodafone and Hutchison — are headquartered in
Sydney, offering geographic breadth of service across Australia.

Digital content

NSW has a significant pool of digital content talent based
in creative industries spanning advertising, film, television,
post production, animation and special effects, and games
development. Companies include Fox Studios, Walt Disney
Animation Australia, Animal Logic and Yoram Gross EMTV.
NSW's creative technologies workforce is highly skilled in
computer science, mathematics, film, graphics, animation
and games.

World class research and development facilities
Australia ranks second behind Singapore (and ahead of Ireland
and the UK) as a centre for ICT research and development
operations, according to a study undertaken in 2004 by the
Economist Intelligence Unit. The study noted that Australia’s
costs are competitive and that it has human resources, ICT
R&D infrastructure and operating environment advantages
over its potential Asia Pacific competitors.

A number of international companies have established
significant research and development centres in Sydney,
including Avaya, Canon Information Systems Research Australia
(CISRA), Citect, Citrix Systems, Honeywell and Unisys.

Many universities are closely linked to the Australian Technology
Park (ATP), which is located less than five kilometres from the
Sydney CBD. The ATP hosts three supercomputers that provide
high performance computing for research and development
applications. The ATP is also home to Australia’s National ICT
Centre of Excellence, NICTA.

NICTA is one of Australia’s most important scientific
research initiatives, driving the research and development
underpinning high technology industries in the State.
NICTA's 400 staff focus on research into infrastructure
technologies, intelligent systems, software engineering,
human-machine interaction and foundational theories and
algorithms. World class researchers have been attracted to
the centre from countries such as Germany, South Africa,
the United States, Israel and Canada.

For further information, contact:
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