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Cyber Security

Cyber security, or e-security, involves the protection, monitoring and authentication of online
information against unauthorised access, disclosure, transfer, modification or use.

According to a survey of executive opinion in the 2009 IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook,
Australia was ranked 13th out of 57 economies for the degree to which cyber security is being
addressed by corporations. Australia is an early adopter of security technologies, and
businesses are supported by excellent ICT infrastructure and progressive government policy
in their efforts to safeguard online information. As a result, Australian companies involved in
e-security innovation operate at the forefront of fields such as cryptography, biometric
technology and fraud detection. In fact, Australian cryptographers were among the first in the
world to develop products that can secure Internet communications from any location.

Companies operating in Australia's flourishing cyber security industry, including 1BM,
Symantec and Sophos, are supported by a growing number of security specialists graduating
from local universities.

Cyber Security, 2009

Country Rating (1)
Singapore 7.46
New Zealand 6.90
Japan 6.55
Australia 6.48
Hong Kong SAR 6.43
Germany 6.36
France 6.30
Malaysia 6.30
United States 6.11
Taiwan 5.73
India 5.56
United Kingdom 5.40
Korea 5.32
Thailand 5.28
Philippines 5.22
China 4.96
Indonesia 4.67

Footnotes:
1: Cyber security: 0= is not adequately addressed by corporations, 10 = is adequately
addressed by corporations.

Source: The IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook, 2009, Switzerland,
www.imd.ch/research/publications/wcy
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