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International Students

Australia boasts one of the world’s most competitive and renowned higher education systems,
with international students increasingly attracted to the country’s high quality institutions.

The OECD’s Education at a Glance 2008 indicates that Australia is home to the highest
proportion of international students in tertiary enrolments in the OECD and among the top five
for the absolute number of international students. Furthermore, the IMD recently ranked
Australia first in the world for inbound student mobility, measured as the number of foreign
students per 1000 inhabitants, in the World Competitiveness Yearbook 2009.

Sydney was recently ranked the sixth best city in the world to get a degree by A.T. Kearney’s
Global Cities Index. In 2008, more than 358,000 international students were studying at
Australian higher education institutions (including universities and vocational training
institutes), with over 143,000, or 40% of them, enrolled in New South Wales higher education
institutions.

Australia's enviable quality of life, pleasant climate, secure environment and comparatively
low living and educational costs contribute to its competitiveness as a regional centre for
education.

The countries providing the largest numbers of overseas higher education students (university
and vocational institute students) to Australia include India, China, Malaysia, Nepal, South
Korea, Hong Kong SAR and Thailand. A 2007 IDP Education Australia Limited report predicts
international demand for Australian higher education will increase by around 80% by 2025,
with China, India, Malaysia and Indonesia becoming the largest markets.

Higher Education - International Students by State, 2008

No. of

commencing No. of

international international
State/Territory students % students (1) %o
New South 73,597 39.9 143,060 39.9
Wales
Victoria 57,570 31.2 115,458 32.2
Queensland 26,145 14.2 46,737 13.0
Western 8,634 4.7 17,377 4.9
Australia
South Australia 14,296 7.8 26,823 7.5
Tasmania 1,305 0.7 2,902 0.8
Northern 253 0.1 455 0.1
Territory
Australian 2,450 1.3 5,419 1.5
Capital Territory
Australia 184,250 100.0 358,231 100.0
Footnotes:

1: The number of international students equals commencing students plus continuing students.
2: Includes erolments in higher education and VET courses.

Source: Australian Education International, International Student Data for 2008: Monthly Pivot
Tables, December 2008
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