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Employment by Industry Sector - International 

Australia is predominantly a services economy. The largest proportion of businesses and 
workers in Australia are engaged in the service industries, which also represents the greatest 
share of GDP.

According to the International Labour Organization, the Australian services sector accounted 
for around three quarters of national employment in 2007, reflecting Australia’s strength in 
finance, ICT and business and professional services.

Services make up an even larger slice of the New South Wales economy, with the State’s 
capital, Sydney, regarded as the centre of the country’s finance and business services. New 
South Wales also dominates Australia’s services exports, making up 40% of services exports 
in 2007-2008.

Globally, the diverse and high-value services sector contributes more to economic growth and 
job creation than any other. As such, the dynamic nature of New South Wales’ services sector 
places the State in a strong position to further increase global competitiveness and capitalise 
on emerging opportunities, supported by a diverse, highly skilled and motivated workforce.

Employment by industry sector - international, 2007 (% of total employment) (1) 

Footnotes:
1. Employment not classifiable by industry has been excluded from sectors where possible
2. Industry comprises mining, manufacturing and construction
3. Services includes employment not classifiable
4. Employment data are for 2005.

Sources: ABS Labour Force, 6291.00.5.003; ILO Yearbook of Labour Statistics, 2008; OECD in 
Figures 2008.

 

Country Agriculture Industry (2) Services
Hong Kong SAR 0.2 16.2 83.6
United States 1.4 19.8 78.8
New South Wales 2.8 18.5 78.7
United Kingdom 1.4 22.2 76.4
Singapore 1.1 22.6 76.2
Australia 3.4 21.5 75.1
France 3.3 22.6 74.1
New Zealand 7.1 21.8 71.0
Germany 2.3 30.0 67.9
Japan 4.2 27.9 67.9
Korea 7.4 25.6 67.1
India 5.6 29.0 65.4
Taiwan 5.3 36.2 58.4
Malaysia 14.8 27.9 57.3
China 3.7 43.5 52.9
Philippines 36.1 14.7 49.2
Indonesia 41.3 18.6 40.1
Thailand 41.8 20.5 37.7
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