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Employed Persons by Country of Birth

More than one million (30%) of New South Wales' workers are born overseas, compared with

25% for the rest of Australia. While New South Wales accounts for 31% of Australia's total

employment, it contributes a larger 35% of the overseas born workforce. This positions New

South Wales ahead of other states, and at the forefront of the Asia Pacific, for its ability to
provide a large, diverse, well educated and multilingual workforce.

The United Kingdom and Ireland is the largest contributor of New South Wales workers born
outside Australia, with a 17% share. Mainland China (8%) and India (6%) accounted for the

next largest shares. In terms of regions, North West Europe is the major source of overseas

born workers in New South Wales with 22%, followed by South East Asia (15%), and North

East Asia (14%).
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1 Based on the Standard Australian Classification of Countries, 1998.

Source: ABS Cat. No. 6291.0.55.001, February 2009 (original estimates).
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