
  

  
  

 

  
  

Bridging visa information for 
Significant Investor Visa applicants 

This information sheet regarding Bridging visas (BVs) is targeted towards applicants for the Significant 

Investor Visa (SIV) stream of the Business Innovation and Investment (Permanent)(subclass 888) visa. 

Why do I need a bridging visa? 

A BV will provide you with lawful status if you are in Australia, have a pending substantive visa application 

before the department or review bodies and no longer hold a substantive visa. 

How do I apply for a bridging visa? 

The application for a subclass 888 visa is also an application for an associated Bridging A (subclass 010) 

visa (BVA). This means that if you have made a valid visa application for a subclass 888 visa, you will have 

also automatically applied for an associated BVA. 

Note: If you are the holder of a valid Business Innovation and Investment (Provisional) (subclass 188) visa, 

any granted BVA will not come into effect until your subclass 188 visa expires. 

What if I was in Australia at the time of applying for subclass 888 visa? 

The associated BVA will generally be auto-granted by departmental systems and you will be notified of the 

BVA grant. When this occurs, no further action is required from you. 

When your subclass 188 visa expires, you can remain lawfully in Australia on your BVA until your subclass 

888 visa is finalised.  

If you wish to leave and re-enter Australia, you are encouraged to apply for a Bridging B (subclass 020) visa 

(BVB) before your departure (if you believe that your subclass 188 will expire while you are outside Australia 

or it expired before your departure from Australia). See further information below. 

What if I was outside Australia at the time of applying for subclass 888 visa? 

If you are outside Australia when you apply for a subclass 888 visa, your application for an associated BVA 

will be determined to be ‘invalid’. This is because one of the visa grant requirements for a BVA is that you 

must be in Australia at the time of lodgement.  

If your subclass 188 visa has expired and you wish to re-enter Australia, you will need to apply for and be 

granted another Australian visa. Once in Australia, you can then lodge an application for an associated BV 

online via your ImmiAccount or by using form 1005. 
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What if I hold a BVA and need to travel during the processing of my subclass 
888 visa application?  

A BVA which is in effect does not allow you to re-enter Australia. As a result, if: 
 

 you wish to leave and re-enter Australia during the processing of your subclass 888 visa; and 
  

 your subclass 188 visa has already expired or will expire while you are outside Australia 
 
it is strongly recommended that you apply for, and be granted, a BVB at least 14 days before you are due to 
depart Australia. 
 
A BVB allows its holder to leave and re-enter Australia during its prescribed travel facility period. To be 
granted a BVB, you must be in Australia at the time of application and decision. You must also hold a BVA 
(or a BVB) and pay a visa application charge at the time of BVB lodgement.  
 
You can apply for a BVB online via your ImmiAccount or by using form 1006. 

What if I departed Australia on my BVA or my BVB travel facility ceased while 
I am outside Australia? 

If: 
 
 you departed Australia on a BVA which is in effect (which does not allow you to return to Australia); or 

 

 your BVB travel facility has expired (for example, due to unforeseen business commitments) 
 
you may need to apply for and be granted another visa to re-enter Australia.  This is because you cannot 
apply for or be granted a BVA or BVB while you remain outside Australia.   
 
Once back in Australia, you can then consider applying for a subsequent BVA or BVB associated with your 
pending subclass 888 visa application.  
 
You can apply online via your ImmiAccount where eligible or by using form 1005 or 1006. 
 

Where can I get more information 

Further information on bridging visas is available at: http://www.border.gov.au/Trav/Visi/Visi/Bridging-visas 
 
A list of registered migration agents can be located on the Office of the Migration Agents Registration 
Authority (OMARA) website at   https://www.mara.gov.au/search-the-register-of-migration-agents/ 
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